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Local attorney suspended
from state bar association

By MICHAEL HEINBACH
michael@masoncounty.com

A Shelton criminal defense attor-
ney has agreed to a two-year suspen-
sion from the Washington State Bar
Association (WSBA). Attorney James
K. Gazori entered into a stipulation to
facts, misconduct and sanctions rather
than have the matter proceed to a pub-
lic hearing after he was accused of hav-
ing inappropriate contact with a client
he was representing in Mason County
Superior Court.

According to the Bar Association’s
stipulation to discipline issued last
fall, in April 2014, Gazori represented
Dianna Kasch in Mason County Su-
perior Court, defending her against a
charge of possession of heroin with in-
tent to deliver.

“During the course of the represen-
tation, Respondent (Gazori) and Ms.
Kasch exchanged numerous text mes-
sages of a personal, non-professional
nature,” the stipulation reads. “Many
of the text messages used coded lan-
guage that appeared to refer to the
delivery of controlled substances be-
tween Respondent and Ms. Kasch.”

In addition to his two-year suspen-
sion, Gazori must have a one-year pe-
riod of sobriety proven by urinalysis
obtained at his own expense in order
to be eligible for reinstatement as well
as receive the go-ahead from an inde-
pendent, licensed clinical psychologist
or psychiatrist at least 30 prior to rein-
statement:

N

Should he be reinstated, Gazori
would be subject to a two-year proba-
tionary: period. The terms of the pro-
bationary period include a chemical-
dependency evaluation within the first
60 days of reinstatement, random toxi-
cology monitoring, dependency treat-
ment if deemed necessary by the eval-
uator, maintained sobriety and related
checks through the bar.

The discovery of the text messages
came after Kasch’s phone was seized
during a “controlled buy of illegal
drugs.” Those text messages were sub-

‘mitted to the office of Michael Dorcy,

Mason County prosecutor.

The stipulation states that after
learning law enforcement and Dorcy’s
office had obtained the text messages,
Gazori filed a notice of withdrawal
from representation of Kasch. Then,
at the request of Dorcy’s office, he self-
reported his conduct to the bar’s Office
of Disciplinary Counsel.

Gazori had never previously been
disciplined by the bar in his previous
27 yéars of practice in the state. In
court papers, Gazori agreed to suspen-
sion “without affirmatively admitting
to” inappropriate text messages with
Kasch.

In October 2015, Kasch was found
guilty of controlled substance posses-
sion and delivery of a controlled sub-
stance.

Gazori, who worked out of an office
at 1620 Olympic Highway North, grad-
uated with a Juris Doctor in 1999 from
the Seattle University School of Law.
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